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The evening of June 9th of 2014 marks 
the official signing of the statement of 

intent to form the alliance among the three 
universities in Taipei, headed by Dr. Yang Pan-
Chyr, NTU’s president, Dr. Chang Kuo-en, 
NTNU’s president, and Dr. Liao Ching-Jong, 
Taiwan Tech's president, respectively. The 
intercollegiate cooperation aims to promote 
teaching and research cooperation and 
sharing of resources. The alliance will provide 
faculty and students of the three schools 
access to each other’s curricular resources, 
enable the sharing and integration of each 
other’s library databases, computer software 
and hardware, and initiate collaborative 
activities in academic research, student 
recruitment, and international exchanges.   

Since the three institutions can complement 
each other with their respective strengths, the 
alliance certainly will be beneficial not only 
to themselves but also to Taiwan, as Dr. Yang 
noted, “NTNU boasts teacher education, and 
Taiwan Tech technical expertise. We all believe 
that we can build an alliance to help each 
other, for the good of ours and of Taiwan.” 

Taiwan Tech is glad to work with NTU and 

NTNU. A technological university with focus 
on applied research, theoretical and practical 
foundations, and frequent university-industry 
cooperation, Taiwan Tech hopes to draw on 
its strengths to foster academic interaction 
among each other’s students and yield more 
synergetic benefits. Dr. Chang of NTNU 
emphasized that in the face of competition on 
a worldwide scale, this tri-collegiate alliance 
will in effect integrate all the members’ 
resources to improve Taiwan’s higher 
education as the ultimate goal.

For the alliance to be officially in effect, 
each of the three institutions needs to call 
for a general meeting of university affairs to 
approve the signing of the statement of intent, 
and their respective presidents must sign 
a strategic alliance memorandum. A vice-
president from each of the institutions will 
be selected to form an alliance committee, 
whose missions include running regular 
meetings and organizing project teams around 
specific collaborative activities. The alliance 
also sets its mind on developing a university 
consortium.

By  JIANG ZHAO-LUN,  
Radio Taiwan International

Taiwan Tech to Form  
The Alliance of  

National Taiwan Universities  
with NTU and NTNU

NTU, NTNU and Taiwan Tech are working 
to organize a new alliance named “the 

Alliance of National Taiwan Universities”.
National Taiwan University (NTU), National 
Taiwan Normal University (NTNU), and 
National Taiwan University of Science and 
Technology signed a statement of intent on 
June 9th as an official announcement of 

a plan to form an educational association. 
The al l iance wil l  encourage academic 
collaboration among the three institutions, 
b y  c re a t i n g  a  s y n e rg y  o f  ex p e r t i s e , 
recognizing each other’s courses for credits, 
and increasing students’  international 
competitiveness.

NTU, NTNU and Taiwan Tech are working 
to  o r g a n i ze  a  n e w  a l l i a n ce  n a m e d  “t h e 
Alliance of National Taiwan Universities”.

Focus Taiwan Tech Focus Taiwan Tech
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Graduates with a master’s degree from 
Nat iona l  Ta iwan  Un ivers i t y  (NTU) 

reclaimed the title as Taiwan enterprises’ 
most favored job seekers from their National 
Cheng Kung University (NCKU) counterparts, 
according to the 2014 survey of “Top Graduate 
Students Favored by Employers,” released 
on September 18th by the 1111 Job Bank, a 
manpower website. Equally noticeable in the 
survey was that Taiwan Tech’s graduates not 
only made the top 5 list along with those of 
the National Taipei University of Science and 
Technology (Taipei Tech), but also ranked 
2nd alongside those of NCKU. This suggests 
that technical university graduates have 

secured a firm foothold in the esteem of local 
companies.

This survey of 524 firms, conducted by the 1111 
Job Bank and Global Views Monthly, found 
that master’s degree students from NTU 
earned the most employer recommendations, 
followed by those from Taiwan Tech and 
NCKU (2nd), Taipei Tech (4th), National Chiao 
Tung University (5th), National Tsing Hua 
University (6th), National Chengchi University 
(7th), National Chung Hsing University (8th), 
National Sun Yat-sen University (9th), and 
Tamkang University (10th)

Master’s Degree Holders 
from Technical Universities 

are Increasingly Popular with 
Employers, Survey Finds

Focus Taiwan Tech

That Taiwan Tech and Taipei Tech graduates 
were rated among the top 5 most favored 
job seekers indicates that some industries 
prioritize technical and vocational students. 
Henry Ho, deputy general manager of the 1111 
Job Bank, noted, "Clearly, employers also 
favor technical and vocational students, who 
are widely considered to be equipped with a 
more solid foundation of practical skills. Such 
findings are important for reference when 
high school students choose undergraduate 
programs."

Graduates  wi th  a  master ’s  degree  in 
in format ion  technology ,  eng ineer ing , 
business, and education were among those 
who had the most job opportunities. In terms 
of salary offered, 47% of employers polled 
were willing to offer NT$3,121 over the base 
salary to hire master’s degree holders, down 
from the 60% last year who wanted to add 
NT$3,106. This year saw fewer offers of pay 
increases, suggesting the narrowing salary 
difference between those with a master’s 
degree and those with a bachelor’s degree.

By YANG WEN-JUN, Radio Taiwan 
International
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Located in Tokushima Prefecture on 
the island of Shikoku, the University of 

Tokushima boasts outstanding programs 
in the engineering sciences and medical 
sciences, with about 7,900 students enrolled. 
Its Faculty of Engineering, established as the 
sole higher technical school on Shikoku in 
1922, merged with the university in 1949 and 
currently trains engineers, while continuing 
to expand in s ize and scope.  Offer ing 
undergraduate programs in Integrated 
Arts and Sciences, Engineering, Medicine, 
Dentistry, and Pharmaceutical Sciences, and 
graduate programs such as Regional Sciences 
and Nutrition and Bioscience, the university 
enjoys a warm sister-school relationship with 
Taiwan Tech.

On June 27th this year, Susumu Kagawa, 
President of Tokushima University, visited 
Taiwan Tech in company with an 8-member 
delegation. Upon arrival, the visitors went to 
Conference Room 204 of the International 
Building, where they received greetings from 
the President of Taiwan Tech, Liao Ching-
Jong, as well as Vice President Lee Duu-jong; 
Dean of the Office of International Affairs, 
Dr. Lee Cheng-Kang; Vice Dean of the Office 
of Research and Development, Chu Jinn; 
Dean of the College of Electrical Engineering 
and Computer  Science,  L iu  T ian-hua; 
Chairman of the Department of Mechanical 
Engineering, Shiou Fang-jung; professors 

of the Department of Materials Science and 
Engineering, Chiu Shih-hsuang, Lee Jiunn-Yih, 
and Ri-ichi Murakami; associate professors 
of the Department of Civil and Construction 
Engineering, Yang Kuo-hsin and Chiu Chien-
kuo; and professor of  the Department 
o f  E lectr ica l  Eng ineer ing ,  Lu  Shyue-
kung. Both sides signed a memorandum 
of understanding, an agreement on the 
establishment of an education and research 
center ,  and a  cooperat ion framework 
agreement on research—laying the foundation 
for future academic collaboration.

The Tokushima delegation also attended the 
inauguration ceremony of the education and 
research center. This institute, co-founded 
by Taiwan Tech and Tokushima University, 
who have engaged in multiple collaborative 
projects and frequent interchange for three 
years, is the first such center to be directly 
established by Tokushima University on the 
campus of a university outside Japan, and 
will make possible even more direct research 
col laborat ion and faculty  and student 
exchanges between the two universities. The 
new center is also a signal achievement in 
international cooperation for Taiwan Tech, and 
a delegation from Taiwan Tech will be sent to 
Tokushima University sometime in September 
to discuss research projects.

President of Tokushima 
University Visits Taiwan Tech

What underlies this joint program is that 
both institutions are pooling their funding for 
research spanning mechanical engineering, 
materials science, construction engineering, 
electr ical  engineering,  and electronic 
engineering. Projects in these specialized 
fields—combining the particular expertise 
of each university’s research teams—focus 
on advanced polymer nano-composites, 
memory IC testing and built-in-test circuits, 
the application of advanced laser probe 
techniques in the design of non-contact 
measurement systems, and the application of 
fly ash in the production of chlorine-resistant 
steel-reinforced concrete, among others.

Moreover, considering that Taiwan and Japan 
are prone to natural disasters (especially 
earthquakes, typhoons, torrential rain, and 
debris flows), the center is tasked with 
performing geo-hazard analyses of geologic 
damage induced  by  ear thquakes  and 
torrential rain to model damage patterns as 
accurately as possible, with a view to seeking 
possible solutions to geological deformations 
or damage-induced disasters.

In the afternoon, the delegation was invited 
to a talk at the Center for Intelligent Robots 
delivered by Lin Chyi-yeu, the center’s director, 
which introduced Taiwan Tech’s achievements 
in robotics research. It then toured the Taiwan 
Building Technology Center, awestruck 
with a detailed introduction of the facility’s 
detachable cladding panel on the façade and 
indoor air-conditioning unit that was provided 
by Chiang Wei-hwa, the center’s CEO. The 
visitors went on to the Communication and 
Electromagnetic Technology Center and 
left impressed with director Yang Chang-
fa’s demonstration of a range of wireless 
communication devices in use.

The delegation wrapped up its tour with a 
delightful banquet hosted by President Liao 
at la marée, a highly-regarded restaurant. 
Overa l l ,  th is  product i ve  tour  a l lowed 
Tokushima University to gain a deeper 
understanding of Taiwan’s higher education 
and to work out the operational details of 
its collaboration with Taiwan Tech, thus 
paving the way for substantive Taiwan-Japan 
academic cooperation in the years ahead.

International Visits International Visits

L i a o  Ch i n g-Jo n g  ( R i g h t) ,  p re s i d en t  o f  Ta i w a n  Te c h ,  a n d  Su su m u  K a g aw a 
( L e f t ) ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Un i v e r s i t y  o f  To k u s h i m a ,  c o - h o s t e d  a  s i g n i n g 
ceremony of an education and research center on June 30th.
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Founded on January 4th, 1960, Widya 
Mandala Catholic University Surabaya 

(UKWMS) was recognized as one of the top 
5 private universities in East Java in 2012. 
With some 250 faculty members and 4,500 
students (the majority of which are Chinese-
Indonesians, whereas native Indonesians are 
the largest student group in Indonesia’s public 
universities), UKWMS is renowned for its 
departments and graduate programs in fields 
such as chemical engineering, industrial 
engineering, business management, and 
nursing science. Moreover, thanks to its top 
students, whose ability and accomplishments 
are easily comparable to their counterparts at 
the 1st-and 2nd-ranked national universities, 
the university is well-positioned to be a key 
partner with Taiwan’s academic institutions 
dedicated to seeking international cooperation 
and recruiting overseas students.

Taiwan Tech and UKWMS have enjoyed a 
sister-school partnership since this February, 
when Dr. Lee Duu-jong, a vice-president of 
NTUST, led a delegation to visit the institution 
and signed a “Dual Bachelor’s Degree 
Program” agreement between the schools.

On July 3rd this year, Dr. Kuncoro Foe, 
Rector of UKWMS—accompanied by Dr. 
SuryadiIsmadji ,  Dean of the Faculty of 
Engineering and Dr. LodovicusLasdi, Dean of 
the Faculty of Business—paid a visit to Taiwan 
Tech. Upon arrival, the 3-member delegation 
went to the President’s Office, where they 

were received by President Liao Ching-jong, 
as well as Vice-president Lee and Dean of the 
Office of International Affairs, Dr. Lee Cheng-
Kang. The get-together was pleasant and 
encouraging, providing the groundwork for 
further academic cooperation.

Afterwards,  the v ice-president  held a 
discussion in Conference Room 204 of the 
International Building with the Indonesian 
guests on the “Dual Bachelor’s Degree 
Program” agreement, which is due to take 
effect soon. Both sides were optimistic that 
the program would provide more opportunity 
for each institution’s students to broaden their 
worldview. The visitors were then invited to 
a presentation delivered by Dr. Chen Cheng-
kang, Dean of the School of Management, 
who introduced them to the development and 
operation of the School in anticipation that the 
business schools at both universities would 
forge a close and substantial partnership.

The delegation wrapped up its tour with a 
delightful banquet hosted by President Liao 
at la marée, a highly regarded restaurant. 
Overall, this productive tour allowed the top 
officials from UKWMS to develop a deeper 
understanding of Taiwan’s higher education 
and to work out the operational details of 
their collaboration with Taiwan Tech, thus 
encouraging substantive and productive 
Taiwan-Indonesia academic cooperation in the 
years ahead.

Rector Leads a Delegation 
from a Top Indonesian 

University to Visit Taiwan Tech

F r o m  l e f t  t o  r i g h t :  D r. 
SuryadiIsmadji,  Dean of the 
Fa c u l t y  o f  E n g i n e e r i n g  a t 
UKWMS; Dr. LodovicusLasdi, 
Dean of the Faculty of Business 
at UKWMS; Dr. Kuncoro Foe, 
Rector of  UKWMS; Dr.  Liao 
Ching-jong, President of Taiwan 
Tech; Dr. Lee Duu-jong, Vice-
president of Taiwan Tech; Dr. Lee 
Cheng-Kang, Dean of the Office 
of International Affairs of Taiwan 
Tech. Picture taken at Taiwan 
Tech President’s Office.

Dr. Kuncoro Foe (left in the front 
row), Rector of UKWMS, and Dr. 
Lee Duu-jong (right in the front 
row), Vice-preside nt of Taiwan 
Tech. Picture taken following a 
discussion held at Conference 
Room 204 of the International 
Building at Taiwan Tech.

Dr. Kuncoro Foe (left), Rector of 
UKWMS, and Dr. Chen Cheng-
kang (right), Dean of the School 
of Management of Taiwan Tech, 
are exchanging gifts.

International Visits International Visits
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Located in South Australia, the University of 
South Australia (UniSA) was established 

with the merger of the South Australian 
Inst i tute of  Technology and the South 
Australian College of Advanced Education. 
Home to over 30,000 students—including 9,000 
from abroad—it spans 5 campuses and offers 
programs across the fields of business, law, 
education, arts and social sciences, health 
sciences, information technology, engineering 
and the environment.

Nigel Relph, Deputy Vice Chancellor and Vice 
President (International and Advancement) 
of UniSA, visited Taiwan Tech on August 8, 
2014. Upon arrival, Dr. Relph went to the 
President’s Office, receiving warm greetings 
from President Liao Ching-jong, along with 

Vice President Lee Duu-jong, Dean Lee 
Cheng-kang of the Office of International 
Affairs, and Prof. Wang Chi-lin, a faculty 
member of the Department of Applied 
Foreign Languages. The meeting saw a lively 
exchange of ideas during which the guest was 
impressed with Taiwan Tech’s achievements 
in internationalization. Following the meeting, 
both sides held a discussion in Meeting Room 
406 of the International Building on how to 
conduct future collaboration and wrapped up 
with a luncheon arranged by Taiwan Tech at a 
highly-regarded Chinese restaurant in Taipei.

With this pleasant, productive discussion, we 
look forward to more interaction that allows 
us to cement and grow our partnership.

Vice President of  
University of South Australia 

visits Taiwan Tech

International Visits

L i a o  C h i n g - j o n g  ( R i g h t ) , 
President of Taiwan Tech, and 
Nigel Relph (Left), Vice President 
of UniSA, are exchanging gifts.

From left to right: Wang Chi-
lin, a faculty member of the 
Department of Applied Foreign 
Languages; Lee Duu-jong, Vice 
President of Taiwan Tech; Nigel 
Relph, Vice President of UniSa; 
and Lee Cheng-kang, Dean of 
the Office of International Affairs. 
Picture taken after the meeting 
on future collaboration.

International Visits
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Th e  2 0 1 4  M a g i s t r a t e  C u p  D r a g o n  B o a t 
C o m p e t i t i o n  to o k  p l a c e  Ju n e  2 n d  o n  C h i h h e 

L a k e  n e a r  C h i h h e  Tem p l e  i n  Xi n f en g  To w n s h i p  o f 
Hs i n c h u  C o u n t y.  T h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  b e g a n  w i t h  a n 
e x h i b i t i o n  g a m e  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  b et w e e n  Hs i n c h u 
Count y Government O ff icia ls  and Hsinchu Count y 
Counci l .  As soon a s Ma g istrate of Hsinchu Count y, 
Chiu Ching-chun, f ired the starting shot to begin the 
e v en t ,  b o t h  te a m s  s t a r te d  o f f  w i t h  t h e i r  re sp e c t i v e 
leaders  Z hangR en-Xiang ,  Deput y Ma g istrate of  the 
c o u n t y,  a n d  C h e n g  J i a n x i a n ,  C h a i r  o f  t h e  c o u n c i l , 
beating the drum. They were evenly matched, pul l ing 
t h e  f i n i s h  l i n e  f l a g s  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y.  T h i s  w a r m - u p 
match was a prelude to a succession of stiff races that 
would kick off later.

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  m a t c h e s  s a w  3 0  t e a m s ,  c o m p o s e d 
o f  p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r s ,  a n d  n o n - p r o f i t 
organiz at i ons ,  a l l  of  w hi c h were g roup ed into three 
divisions: Open, Adult Women, and the Public Sector. 
All teams geared up to present their best performance. 
Hukou Youth Volunteer Association came first in the 
Op en D i v isi on,  R otar y Club of  Xing feng Tow nshi p 
in the Adult Women’s Division, and Hsinchu Count y 

Police Bureau in the Public Sector Division.

Me a n w h i l e ,  a l l  e y e s  w e r e  f i xe d  o n  “ N T U S T  A I A” 
( i n  w h i c h  A I A  s t a n d s  f o r  “ t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r 
In te r n a t i o n a l  A f f a i r s”,  a  Ta i w a n  Te c h  s t u d e n t  c l u b 
re sp o n s i b l e  fo r  h e l p i n g  n e w l y  a r r i v e d  i n ter n at i o n a l 
s t u d en t s  s et t l e  i n to  l i fe  at  u n i v er s i t y  a n d  en g a g i n g 
them in cultura l  activ it ies) ,  w hich ha s many blonde-
haired, blue-eyed overseas students of Taiwan Tech. Pat 
Chen, President of the Association, said that the team 
co n s i ste d  o f  1 5  o v er s e a s  st u d en t s  f ro m  6  co u n t r i e s 
including France, Germany and Italy, and 5 Taiwanese 
students.  Making its f irst entr y into the competition, 
the team was ecstatic about taking the second place in 
the Public Sector Division.

Ond er j Stejka l ,  a  Ta iw an Tec h internat i ona l  stud ent 
f r o m  t h e  C z e c h  R e p u b l i c ,  r e m a r k e d  t h a t  s i n c e 
padd l ing in a dra gon boat race requires teamwork, it 
helps to forge the bonds among classmates of different 
cultural backgrounds, which is truly an unforgettable 
experience.

Taiwan Tech’s  
Overseas Students Had Fun  

at Dragon Boat Races  
Held in Hsinchu County

Honors and Awards Honors and Awards
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"HuroEvolutionAD,” a team from the 
Department of Electrical Engineering 

of Taiwan Tech, won major prizes in the 2014 
RoboCup. In the Adult-Size Humanoid Robot 
Division, the team won the championship in 
the Technical Challenges category and was the 
runner-up in Robot Soccer. HuroEvolutionAD 
was the only team from Taiwan to earn awards 
in this year’s competition, victories that put 
a made-in-Taiwan robot in the international 
spotlight.

The team, led by electrical engineering 
professor Kuo Chung-hsien, was made up 
of graduate students Feng Chen-huan, Lin 

Szu-yu, and Hsu Maio-ju, and undergraduate 
student Lin Yi-zeng. They developed an adult-
size humanoid robot named “HuroEvolution” 
and showcased it in the 2014 RoboCup—
which took place in JoãoPessoa, Brazil, from 
July 21st to 24th. Over the span of this four-
day match, the robot performed goal striking, 
obstacle avoidance and dribbling, movement 
over  art i f ic ial  turf ,  defense,  and high 
kicking, and stood out in the competitions 
in soccer and technical challenges. Among 
the Taiwanese teams participating in this 
internationally recognized robot tournament, 
only HuroEvolutionAD entered the ranks of 
award winners.

According to the 2014 QS World University 
Rankings, where the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology (MIT) maintained the No. 1 spot, 
15 universities from Taiwan made the list. 7 
of them were among the top 400; with only 
National Taiwan University (NTU) included 
in the top 100 list—ranked at 76th, up by 6 
notches, the institution’s best performance 
ever.

Other Taiwan-based universit ies rated 
among the top 400 were National Tsing Hua 
University (NTHU, 167th), National Chiao Tung 
University (NCTU, 202nd), National Cheng 
Kung University (NCKU, 232nd), National 
Yang-Ming University (NYMU, 256th), National 
Taiwan University of Science and Technology 
(Taiwan Tech, 371st), and Taipei Medical 
University (TMU, 379th).

NTHU and Taiwan Tech, as well as National 
Taiwan Normal University (NTNU), made 
huge strides in this year’s world university 
rankings. NTHU climbed by 32 spots; Taiwan 
Tech by 41. NTNU ranked among the 411-420 
tier, catapulting 70 places from last year.

NTU Vice President Chen Liang-Gee credited 
NTU’s improvement to the years of funding 
under the Aim for the Top University Program 
implemented by the Ministry of Education, 
which allowed it to hire more faculty members 
on a contractual  basis to enhance i ts 
academic capabilities.

Taiwan Tech President Liao Ching-Jong said 
that in recent years, with an eye to the ranking 
benchmarks, Taiwan Tech has redoubled its 
efforts to train its students to be “professionals 
equipped with global mobility.” With this aim 
in view, it has sought university-industry 
cooperation at an international level, including 
collaboration with members of the European 
Union, hosted international conferences, and 
sent its faculty and students on exchange 
programs or internships abroad. The result of 
these efforts has been the elevation of Taiwan 
Tech’s international reputation.

NTNU remarked that its marked rise in 
ranking was reflective of  i ts improved 
academic reputation and internationalization. 
President Kuo-en Chang noted that the 
university achieved its greatest growth in 
internationalization, thanks to its world-class 
Mandarin language program that boasts 
overseas alumni such as Ryutaro Hashimoto, 
Japan’s former prime minister; Kevin Rudd, 
Australia’s former prime minister; and Jon 
Huntsman, the U.S. Ambassador to China.

The top 10 universities were in the U.S and 
Britain: MIT (1st), the University of Cambridge 
and Imperial College London (2nd), Harvard 
University (4th), the University of Oxford and 
University College London (5th), Stanford 
University (7th), the California Institute of 
Technology (8th), Princeton University (9th), 
and Yale University (10th).

The United Daily News, September17, 2014

Taiwan Tech Scores Big  
in Robot Soccer World Cup

Media Reports on QS World 
Ranking Show Big Advance by 

Taiwan Tech

Honors and Awards Honors and Awards

Members of the 
HuroEvolutionAD team led by 
Dr. Kuo (from left to right): Lin 
Szu-yu, Hsu Maio-ju, Lin Yi-
zeng, and Feng Chen-huan.

HuroEvolutionAD came 1st in 
Technical Challenges in the 
adult-size division.
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Over the course of August 2014, Taiwan Tech 
hosted 34 students from our Japanese 

sister schools, Osaka Institute of Technology 
(OIT) and the University of Tokushima. 
During three summer workshops that lasted 
5 or 6 days, they visited labs, engaged in 
academic exchange with our students from 
the departments of civil and construction 
engineering (CCE), mechanical engineering, 
chemical engineering, and materials science 
and engineering (MSE), and had the beauty 
of the local tourist destinations and the 
hospitality of our students leaving deep 
impressions in their memories.

Our summer workshops with OIT were 
born of the International Project-Based 
Learn ing  ( iPBL)  program,  wh ich  was 
proposed by the director and the section 
chief of OIT’s international center, Hisaaki 
Shinkai and Katsuhiko Yoden, when they 
visited Taiwan Tech this February. With an 
eye to enhancing the research capabilities 
of OIT and Taiwan Tech, the program would 
encourage academic exchange between both 
universities’ mechanical engineering, CCE, 
and architecture majors.  The first iPBLworkshop took place from the 

6th to the 12th of August this year, when 10 
CCE majors from OIT visited Taiwan Tech, 
led by their teachers, Kazunari Tanaka, 
YukikazuYamguchi, and Atsushi Tamase, who 
specialized in traffic engineering. Throughout 
their 6-day visit, the students worked with 
their undergraduate counterparts from Taiwan 
Tech to design bridges, under the guidance 
of our CCE faculty members, Chi Chien-Kuo, 
Yang Kuo-Hsin, and Tsai Hsing-Chih.

Each group project required 2 OIT students 
and 2 Taiwan Tech students to design a 
wooden bridge and demonstrate it at the end 
of the program. They brainstormed design 
approaches 15 minutes before each session 
began and ended each session with a report 
on their concepts, progress and challenges. 

This amounted to a whole new classroom 
experience for our pupils and allowed 
students from both universities to exchange 
ideas, learn from each other’s strengths, and 
progressively fine-tune design solutions in 
ways that improved their work.

Outside the classroom, the Taiwan Tech 
students showed their OIT peers around Taipei 
and Jiufen, among other tourist destinations, 
and, as a result, these six days culminated 
in a deep friendship. A reflection written by 
a Taiwan Tech CCE senior and participant in 
the workshop, Tseng Yu-Ting, captures her 
encounter with cultural differences and how 
this intercollegiate experience encouraged 
her to make use of different approaches to 
learning to expand her technical knowledge.

-Cover Story-
Taiwan Tech and Japanese Partner 

Universities Make Summer 
Program a Great Success
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Despite having never been to Japan, I 
found that Japanese differed in demeanor 

from Taiwanese when I met students from 
the Osaka Institute of Technology (OIT). In 
a meeting room, their characteristic civility 
contrasted strikingly with the characteristic 
g a r r u lo u s n e ss  o f  Ta i w a n e s e .  G ro u p 
discussions were conducted in English, 
our common communicat ion medium. 
But because of their accent, I struggled 
to grasp what they were talking about. 
Misunderstandings happened over and over, 
but somehow they were a lot of fun to us: 
Occasionally we were not sure if we had 
said the same word until we consulted an 
electronic dictionary.

In this summer school program, participants 
were required to build a mini wooden bridge in 
a group. A fellow student from my department 
and I worked with two cute guys from the 
OIT. We started by trial and error on bridge 
structures, from a truss bridge to a cable-
stayed bridge. A truss bridge required lots of 
construction materials and made it difficult 
to operate a load test device in the middle 
of the bridge and install joints between the 
materials. 

So we instead designed a much lighter cable-
stayed bridge. In the process, we struggled 
to set cables at the appropriate angles to 
improve the stability of the bridge. Only by 
performing static analysis did we find a 
solution: that a lower angle would yield a 
lower component of force. We then used all 
the materials at our disposal to build the main 
pillars of the bridge to the highest elevation 
possible and named the bridge “OSATOSHI” 
(which comprised the first syllables of our 
respective English names: Okaji, Sasaki, Tori, 
and Sherry). Hopefully, our work would pass 
the load test on the last day of the program.

During break, the Taiwanese students led a 
tour of Taipei, showing their Japanese tourists 
around Taipei 101 and taking them to taste Din 
Tai Fung’s pork buns, a local snack they had 
always wanted to try. We also went to Jiufen, 
which was widely considered to be popular 
with Japanese. But our tourists were not as 
passionate about this spot, and when visiting 
the Gold Ecological Park (located in the 
mountain town of Jinguashi), seemed to have 
limited knowledge about Japan’s colonial rule 
in Taiwan, That was very surprising to me.

Some admirable Japanese traits—like passion 
for learning—rubbed off on me at the same 
time. For example, they enjoyed imitating what 
their Taiwanese peers were talking about in 
Chinese, although they didn’t know much 
about it. We Taiwanese, on the other hand, 
were too shy to speak any Japanese word we 
had picked up. We should pluck up courage 
to learn from mistakes and push beyond our 
limits.

 The day of the load test dawned. 2 
teams had built truss bridges and the other 
3 had built cable-stayed bridges. All these 
models showed their designers’ ingenuity 
and resourcefulness. Let me begin with the 
truss bridge. The first challenge in building 
this bridge is installing appropriate joints 
between materials. A team used toothpicks as 
joints—what a delicate solution! Another team 
erected trusses under the bridge to allow 
a load test to be performed on the bridge’s 
center. As for the cable-stayed bridge, I like 
the one that connected Taiwan and Japan and 
held a wooden car that carried the national 
flags of both countries. Hopefully, we can 
construct a real one someday.

A Stimulating Cultural Exchange
By Tseng Yu-Ting

Senior, Department of Civil and Construction Engineering

Cover Story Cover Story
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iPBL (International Project-Based Learning) Program

The iPBL Program requires diverse students to apply the knowledge learned in classes and labs to real-world 
problems. The project experience is life-changing. Most projects are undertaken in teams, teaching students how to 
pool individual strengths and insights to accomplish something students could not do alone.

Another iPBL workshop was held from 
the 19th to the 25th of August. Over the 
six-day period, 15 OIT and 17 Taiwan Tech 
mechanical engineering majors collaborated 
to design wind-lens turbines, and similar to 
the grouping approach adopted in the CCE 
workshop, were required to team up: 5 teams 
were formed, each having 3 OIT students and 
3 to 4 Taiwan Tech students. Each team was 
ranked mainly by the volume of power their 
turbine was capable of generating.

On the first day, all the teams prepared 
blueprints and discussed design concepts and 
feasibility with OIT’s mechanical engineering 
faculty member and graduate student, 
Kawata Yutaka and Horikawa Hiroyuki. The 
second and third days saw the blueprints put 
into practice. All wind-lens turbines were 
tested, re-examined, and modified, with each 
team making a presentation to describe 
their construction procedures to provide an 
understanding of each other’s challenges and 
solutions. Assessment and demonstration 
came on the final day, when each team was 
graded not only by their turbine’s power 
generation capability but by other criteria 
including teamwork quality and presentation 
content.

All the turbines were running successfully—
the students smiling with pride, the No.1 team 
carried away by the ecstasy of victory, and the 
test site overflowing with congratulations. The 
workshop concluded with a demonstration 
session.  All  teams shared about their 
difficulties in the construction process, such 
as the mismatch between the ideal and the 
reality and the difficulty in communicating 
effectively in English. The OIT students said 
that this fulfilling tour allowed them not only 
to improve their conversational English by 
leaps and bounds but learn from the positive 
attitudes of their Taiwan Tech peers, who 
raised questions actively in a way that spared 
no blushes for potential mistakes. Moreover, 
they added, these jointly-made mechanical 
creations in which they took considerable 
pride begot a bonding that made them eager 
to visit Taiwan again. 

The spark of academic and cultural exchanges 
spread near the end of August, thanks to Ri-
ichi Murakami of the Department of Materials 
Science and Engineering, who negotiated the 
signing of a cooperation framework agreement 
between Taiwan Tech and the University 
of Tokushima in June this year. The aim of 
the agreement is to build an education and 
research center to enable more direct faculty 
and student exchanges. Our partnership 
began with a workshop presided over by Shiou 
Fang-jung, Chairman of the Department of 
Mechanical Engineering, and Lee Cheng-
Kang, Dean of the Office of International 
Affairs. Held from the 23rd to the 28th of 
August, it enrolled 9 chemical engineering 
undergraduates and graduate students from 
Tokushima University, along with Yusuke 
Tanatsugu, the university’s exchange student 
currently studying at Taiwan Tech.

These 10 students, led by Dr. Ri-ichi and a 
Tokushima faculty member, MikitoYasuzawa, 
attended lectures provided by the Departments 
of Chemical Engineering and MSE of Taiwan 
Tech, toured the labs of both departments, 
and exchanged knowledge with our master’s 
and doctoral students in both disciplines. The 
Tokushima students felt at home with Taiwan 
Tech students’ affability and hospitality and 
found impressive their passion for learning. 

Aside from seeking intellectual stimulation, 
they played tennis with our students and 
ended their first visit to Taiwan with a warm 
and happy two-day cultural tour to the 
Songshan Cultural and Creative Park, the 
National Palace Museum, and night markets. 
(This tour was guided by three Taiwan Tech 
undergraduates: Yen Jing-Bo, Department 
of Information Management; Hsu Jin-Hong, 
Department of Electrical Engineering; and 
Chen Ji-Zhao, Management Undergraduate 
Honors Program.)

Cover Story
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Student Blog-
Bring Color  
to 2014 Summer I am privileged to have participated in this 

3-week summer school program at the 
University of Tokushima. In each class 
session, participants were asked to take a 
quiz, conduct a group discussion, fill out 
course questionnaires and share their 
reflections. This teaching approach made for 
productive learning because it enabled us not 
only to exchange ideas but also to express our 
views. 

Outside the classroom, field trips were 
arranged for us to Otsuka Pharmaceutical, 
where we learned about the company’s 
medicine production, and to a mountain-
based school in the town of Kamikatsu, 

where we engaged in an experiential activity 
on farming. We also visited a materials 
recovery facility and learned that Japan had 
implemented a well-formulated policy on 
the classification, reduction, and reuse of 
waste. In my spare time, I hung out with some 
buddies and went to tourist attractions in the 
neighboring regions like the Awa Odori Hall 
(dancing the Awa Dance), the Yoshino River 
(watching a fireworks show), and the Hanshin 
Koshien Stadium (watching a baseball game). 
I had a fulfilling and enjoyable time there.

 By Tsai Fu-Yu
Master’s Program of  

the Department of Construction Engineering

Fu-yu Tsai-Japan 
Tokushima University 
(Master’s Program)
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To make my last summer vacation in the 
university memorable, I hoped that I could 

do something different and unique from 
anything I had done before. Thus, I plucked 
up my courage to apply for the international 
summer school in Tokushima, Japan. During 
this two-week camp, I learned a lot about 
Japanese culture, lifestyle and learning 
attitudes as well as visiting many splendid 
tourist attractions. I also made many friends 

from all over the world. We shared each 
other's culture and learning experience. 
Undoubtedly, this unforgettable journey had 
a great influence on my life!

 By Yi-yun Lai 
Bachelor’s Program of  

the Department of Applied Foreign Languages

Yi-yun Lai-Japan 
Tokushima University  
(Bachelor’s Program)

In this summer school, I met a lot of people 
from different countries. Most of them are 

from Asia. Even though we all come from Asia, 
there are still some different characteristics 
between us. Indian students are eager for 
knowledge. Every class they will raise a 
question and ask teachers. Chinese students 
are hard-working. They are always full of 
vigor for classes. Malaysian students are 
enthusiastic. They like to share their culture 
with us. I also find that the people who live in 
Tokushima love their Tokushima life so much. 

Compared with them, Taiwanese students are 
shy and have less identification with Taiwan. 
Besides, meeting so many people there, I 
also experienced a lot of Japanese culture 
and attended many Japanese activities. I love 
everything during my summer school and 
Japan so much!  

By Yu-chu Lai
Master’s Program of  

the Department of Electronic Engineering

Yu-chu Lai-Japan
Tokushima University 

(Master’s Program)
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Since I am crazy about everything in Korea, 
Sookmyung Women's University is the 

only school I applied to for my summer 
program. During the time there, I have 
experienced Taekwondo. I never learned such 
a skill before but I was proud that I raised 
my level from white to blue after several 
severe tests for the first time. Besides 
Taekwondo, Korean class was another 
course I needed to take every day. This class 
was also the one where I made 
friends with various nationalities. 
We solved the problems together 
when we encountered difficulties 
in class and went sightseeing in 
Korea when we were free. The 
most memorable sight was the 
MBC Dream Center, which is the 
company that broadcasts famous 
dramas and shows like “The Moon 

That Embraces the Sun” and “Where are we 
going?” We spent half a day there to share 
the tense atmosphere when the show was on 
air and also greeted some hosts, who were 
friendly and hilarious.

  By Yi-shan Tsai 
Master’s Program of  

the Department of Materials Science and Engineering

Yi-shan Tsai-Korea 
Sookmyung Women's University

During eight days of study in Belgium, 
the school took participants to the 

Bruges, Namur and visited the European 
Parliament’s visitor’s center. We also had 
lectures on Europe’s economics, politics 
and history. There were 58 students from 
19 countries in the class, so I met many 
friends from different countries in Europe. It 
was quite interesting for me to get to know 
them because I have not known about many 
countries in Europe very well. They have their 
own languages, besides Spanish, French, 

and Italian. Europeans are curious about my 
country in Asia as well. One Croatian friend 
even thought Mandarin and Japanese are 
the same language and one Asian friend 
thought Croatia is Italy. Due to the interesting 
conversations, I realized that I know little 
about this big world. Thanks to these people, 
I have broadened my views widely.

By So-yeon Rim
Master’s Program of MBA

So-yeon Rim-Belgium 
Solvay Brussels School
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It was my first time to participate in an 
international program. There were 57 

participants from 18 different countries in 
this CommTECH program. We visited local 
small and medium enterprises, farms, and 
some tourist spots. We also shared our ideas 
and feelings with each other. I think it was 
a very special and unforgettable experience 
for me because during the program we 
learned about cultures in different countries 

and gained international friendship. It was 
also a good chance to force me to open my 
mind to communicate with other people. I 
gained much more than I expected and had a 
wonderful time in Indonesia.

By Yah-Shiun Jiang  
Department of Mechanical Engineering

Yah-shiun Jiang-Indonesia 
Institut Teknologi  

Sepuluh Nopember (ITS)

This summer, I took part in the KMUTT 
S a w a s d e e  C a m p .  K i n g  M o n g k u t ' s 

University of Technology Thonburi (KMUTT) 
is one of the leading technology schools 
in Thailand. During this camp, I met lots 
of friends from different countries, such 
as Japan, Indonesia, Finland, Myanmar 
and China. Making friends from different 
countries is the best way to see the world. 
We were divided into 6 groups. In 2 weeks, 
we had to study together, hang out, and go 
to the border of Thailand and Myanmar to 

teach primary school students. We talked in 
English, learned each country’s language and 
shared stories. After I came back to Taiwan, 
we still keep in contact and made a deal to 
visit each other during the next vacation. It’s 
a really amazing experience.

By Yao-tung Yen  
Master’s Program of 

 the Department of Electrical Engineering

Yao-tung Yen-Thailand 
King Mongkut’s University 

of Technology Thonburi (KMUTT)
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