


Taiwan Tech Recognized Among Top 
Universities in Seven Subjects

Recently, Quacquarelli Symonds Limited (QS) 
released its annual “QS World University Rankings 
by Subject 2014,” a comprehensive guide to the 
world's top universities in a range of 30 popular 
subject areas. Sixteen universities in Taiwan are 
ranked among the Top 200 in at least one subject 
area. National Taiwan University of Science and 
Technology is one of them. This year Taiwan 
Tech’s name can be found in seven subject lists 
that highlight the universities with the best 
performance evaluated in individual subject areas 
worldwide. Last year Taiwan Tech appeared in the 
ranking lists of five subject areas.

In the recent release of the “QS World University 
Rankings by Subject 2014,” Taiwan Tech is listed in 
seven disciplines, namely Computer Science and 
Information Systems (51-100), Civil and Structural 
Engineering (101-150), Electrical and Electronic 
Engineering (101-150), Mechanical Engineering 
(101-150), Education and Training (151-200), 
Chemical Engineering (151-200), Environmental 
Studies (151-200). Civil & Structural Engineering 
and Environmental Studies are newly recognized 
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this year. (See Table 1)

The QS rankings highlight the 200 top universities 
out of 3000 around the world for 30 individual 
subjects, based on data on several categories 
of strength, such as research, employability, 
teaching, facilities, specialty criteria, etc.

Harvard University continues to hold the top 
spot this year, with eleven subject areas ranked 
number one in the world. Meanwhile, sixteen 
universities in Taiwan are ranked among the 
world’s top 200 this year.

In Taiwan, National Taiwan University is the 
biggest winner, with 26 subjects listed among the 
Top 200 this year, followed by 15 from National 
Cheng Kung University, 12 from National Tsing 
Hua University, 10 from National Chiao Tung 
University, 8 from National Central University and 
7 from National Taiwan University of Science and 
Technology.

Accord ing  to  the  complete  l i st ings  f rom 
universities in Taiwan, Taiwan Tech is ranked as 
6th overall. (See Table 2)

Taiwan Tech Nominated Subjects and Rankings (Table 1)

Subjects Rankings
Computer Science and Information Systems 51-100

Engineering - Electrical and Electronic 101-150

Engineering - Mechanical 101-150

Engineering - Civil and Structural 101-150

Engineering - Chemical 151-200

Education and Training 151-200

Environmental Studies 151-200

7 subjects listed in top 200 worldwide while ranked 6th in Taiwan (Table 2)

Rankings of Universities in Taiwan

Universities No. of Nominated 
Subjects Best Nominated Subject

National Taiwan 
University 26 Electrical and Electronic Engineering (20)

National Cheng Kung 
University 15 Civil and Structural Engineering, Electrical and 

Electronic Engineering, etc. (51-100)
National Tsing Hua 

University 12 Chemical Engineering (39)

National Chiao Tung 
University 10 Electrical and Electronic Engineering, Mechanical 

Engineering, etc. (51-100)
National Central 

University 8 Electrical and Electronic Engineering, Mechanical 
Engineering, etc. (101-150)

National Taiwan 
University of Science 

and Technology
7 Information Engineering (51-100)

National Chung Hsing 
University 5 Chemical Engineering (101-150)

National Sun Yat-Sen 
University 5 Electrical and Electronic Engineering, Mechanical 

Engineering, etc. (151-200)
National Taiwan Normal 

University 4 Education (42)

National ChengChi 
University 4 Psychology (51-100)



Taiwan Tech Tops This Year's iF 
Product Design Awards in Overall 
Score

Taiwan Tech achieved a four-peat in the iF Product 
Design Awards by gaining the highest total score 
among this year's winners of these well-known 
awards presented by an international consortium 
of design and industry. The school has 18 items 
selected among the top 300 and five making the 
top 100, easily grasping the top honors for the 
fourth consecutive year.

Liya Lee, a graduate student from the Department 
of Industrial and Commercial Design, achieved 
a ranking among the top 100 for her Color Me 
app. She noticed the inconveniences in daily 
life suffered by color-blind people, such as 
being unaware of having chosen clothes with 
mismatched colors or hopping on the wrong 
trains. Color Me was designed with supportive 
features to translate image colors into texts so 
that color-blind people are able to capture an 
image that would eventually help distinguish the 
correct color of the object.

Light of Happiness was ranked among the top 
100 as well. The designer, Huang Hsi-Tan, also a 

Taiwan Tech Well Ranked Among 
World’s Top 100 Up-and-Coming 
Institutions

The 2014 Top 100 Universities under 50 published 
by Times Higher Education (THE) includes 4 
Taiwan-based institutions, down from 5 last year. 
National Sun Yat-sen University (NSYSU), ranked 
at 40th, outperformed other Taiwan institutions 
on the third annual list of the best universities 
under the age of 50, followed by National Taiwan 
University of Science and Technology at 42nd and 
National Yang-Ming University (NYMU) at 96th. 
Asia University (AU) made the list for the first time 
at 99th, though National Chung Cheng University 
and Yuan Ze University, previously included on the 
list, were left out this year.

Although NSYSU is Taiwan’s best institution 
established less than 50 years, it dropped from 
37th last year and 30th the year before. Taiwan 
Tech climbed from 45th last year to 42nd this 
year; NYMU, from 98th to 96th. AU, taking the 
99th place, made its first appearance on the list.

Liao Ching-jong, President of Taiwan Tech, is 
pleased that the university is the only Taiwan-
based institution that has risen in rank on the 
list for the past three years. This consistent 
improvement shows that Taiwan Tech not only has 
a solid foundation of theoretical knowledge but 
also puts its academic research to practical use 
through frequent university-industry cooperation.

THE 100  Under  50  ra tes  up-and-coming 
institutions by using the same13 performance 
indicators---research, citations, teaching, 
international outlook, and industry income 
(or innovation)---as the THE World University 
Rankings. However, the former ranking system 
reduces the weighting placed on subjective 
indicators of academic prestige, which give an 
edge to institutions with historical cachet.

The top five rising stars this year, sequentially, 
are: Pohang University of Science and Technology, 
Swiss Federal  Inst i tute  of  Technology  in 
Lausanne, Korea Advanced Institute of Science 
and Technology, the Hong Kong University of 

graduate student from Department of Industrial 
and Commercial Design, stated that all the wires 
of 3C products can turn a desk into a mess. This 
observation inspired him to create a five-in-
one artwork which combines a lamp, a radio, a 
speaker, a clock and a mobile phone charger to 
tidy up messy desks. Huang Hsi-Tan added that 
the built-in speaker can be transformed into a 
radio with the help of some smartphone apps. In 
addition, the LED lamp may adjust its brightness 
to the surroundings so as to help one to fall 
asleep. The design also features the functions of a 
bedside alarm clock.
 
The Taiwan Tech participants are proud to 
share the honor awarded to the team winning 
the highest overall score of all the competitors 
worldwide, now for the fourth consecutive year, 
with 18 items ranked among the top 300 and 5 
among the top 100 in the 2014 iF Product Design 
Awards. The awarded students also take pride in 
displaying through their designs their concern 
for underprivileged minorities and their efforts 
to bring convenience into our lives. It is worth 
recognizing that they find inspiration from daily 
life and employ new ideas to solve old problems.

Science and Technology, and Nanyang Technological 
University.



Taiwan Tech Delegation Takes an 
Academic and Recruiting Trip to the 
Philippines

From the 23th to 25th of February 2014, the Office 
of International Affairs led a 9-member-strong 
delegation consisting of the Dean of the School 
of Management and Chair of the Department 
o f  Construct ion  Engineer ing ,  as  wel l  as 
professors from the Departments of Construction 
Engineering, Industrial Management, Mechanical 
Engineering, Materials Science and Engineering, 
and the Graduate Institute of Applied Science 
and Technology, to De La Salle University (DLSU) 
and Mapua Institute of Technology (MIT) in the 
Philippines for the purpose of academic exchange. 
Both DLSU and MIT bear a general similarity to 
Taiwan Tech, and this key factor has facilitated 
the initiation of student exchange programs 
and academic cooperation. During the visit, the 
delegation promoted Taiwan Tech’s International 
Graduate Program in anticipation that graduating 
students and faculty with Master’s degrees at 
both universities would enroll in the program in 
pursuit of further studies.

A domestically-renowned, Catholic institution of 
higher learning that charges high tuition fees, 

Taiwan Tech Launches Recruiting 
Fairs in Surabaya, Semarang, Jakarta 
and Pontianak in Indonesia

Over the past few years, an increasing number 
of high-caliber students from Southeast Asia 
have come to Taiwan in pursuit of further 
studies, according to statistics released by the 
Ministry of Education. Taiwan Tech recently sent 
a delegation on a recruiting trip to Indonesia, in 
order to hold face-to-face interviews with the 
local high-achievers, provide further information 
on the university’s academic achievements, and 
encourage Indonesian students to make Taiwan 
Tech their choice for future graduate study. The 
university’s departments attached considerable 
importance to this recruiting trip. Its delegation, 
led by Vice President Dr. Lee Duu-Jong, consisted 
of 10 professors from 8 programs.

The approximately 300 Indonesian students 
currently enrolled at Taiwan Tech account for 
about 3% of the university’s entire student body—
the largest Indonesian student contingent of any 
academic institution in Taiwan. Internationally 
known for its research facilities and faculty, 
and domestically known for its leading role in 
technical and vocational education, Taiwan Tech 
provides students from overseas with a quality 

as short-term visiting scholars.

Located in Intramuros, a tourist destination in 
Manila, Mapua Institute of Technology (MIT) is a 
venerable engineering school in the Philippines. It 
discussed an MOU with Taiwan Tech’s department 
of construction engineering several years ago. 
This trip to MIT was initiated by Allen Soriano, 
who is a professor in the University’s School 
of Chemical Engineering and Chemistry, and 
planned by Eira Camus, who is responsible 
for international affairs. During the visit, the 
delegation had a  with MIT’s vice president and all 
the department heads concerned, and afterwards, 
introduced Taiwan Tech’s International Graduate 
Program to over a hundred MIT students and 
encouraged the students and faculty to enroll in 
Taiwan Tech’s doctoral programs.

International Visits

DLSU has a large number of highly accomplished 
and well-known alumni. It signed a memorandum 
of understanding (MOU) with Taiwan Tech ten 
years ago, though there was limited academic 
exchange in the following years. However, both 
universities have had good interaction since 
DLSU recruited Cynthia Fabian Madrazo, a 
Filipina who graduated from Taiwan Tech with 
a doctoral degree two years ago, as a member 
of its chemical engineering faculty. In addition, 
Anthony Chiu, a professor in DLSU’s Department 
of Industrial Engineering, has been engaged in 
frequent interchange with Taiwan Tech’s industrial 
management faculty in recent years. 

Thanks to the excellent arrangements made by Dr. 
Chiu, the delegation enjoyed a well-organized visit 
to DLSU. On the 24th, it discussed collaborative 
projects with Alvin Culaba, Executive Director for 
External Relations and Internationalization, and 
Rosemary Seva, Dean of the Gokongwei College 
of Engineering, as well as all the department 
heads concerned, before visiting the university’s 
departments. With a budget set for its faculty to 
engage in international academic exchange, DLSU 
proposed that Taiwan Tech could invite its faculty 

The Taiwan Tech delegation and the DLSU officials. 
Picture taken after the meeting.

The Taiwan Tech delegation at MIT. Picture taken after 
the meeting.

Dr. Djwantoro Hardjito (Left), Vice Rector for Academic 
Affairs of PCU, is exchanging gifts with Dr. Lee Duu-Jong 
(Right), Vice President of Taiwan Tech.



International Visits
learning environment and has educated a large 
number of talented international students.

In the morning of February 24th, 2014, the Taiwan 
Tech delegation visited Petra Christian University 
(PCU), meeting with Dr. Djwantoro Hardjito, 
Vice Rector for Academic Affairs, and with PCU 
students who are interested in studying at Taiwan 
Tech. In the afternoon, the delegation hosted 
a recruiting fair at the University of Surabaya 
(UBAYA) that saw over a hundred attendees. To 
encourage outstanding Indonesian students to 
pursue their studies at Taiwan Tech, our faculty 
introduced the university and its programs, and 
offered admissions guidelines and scholarship 
application information. The students showed 
keen interest in studying at Taiwan Tech. Indeed, 
each of our faculty members had a long line of 
students to interview.

Also on the 24th, the delegation completed the 
signing of an agreement for a “Dual Bachelor’s 
D e g re e  P ro g r a m ”  w i t h  W i d y a  M a n d a l a 
Catholic University Surabaya. This dual-degree 
program, to take effect August 2014, will enable 
undergraduates of both universities to study at 
two different institutions within 4 years for dual 
bachelor’s degrees. This joint enterprise will 
yield a multicultural and international education, 
providing a win-win situation for Taiwan and 
Indonesia in their pursuit of innovative ways to 
educate new generations to meet the needs of the 
future.

On February 25th,  the delegation went to 
Diponegoro Universi ty ,  where i t  s igned a 
memorandum of understanding with Dr. Sudharto 
P. Hadi, the university’s Rector, and provided a 
broad but detailed introduction to Taiwan Tech and 
its programs, as well as its continued efforts to 
foster internationalization.

On the 26th, the delegation visited President 
University (PRESUNIV), receiving greetings from 
a group of PRESUNIV officials led by Dr. Chandra 
Setiawan, the university’s Rector. Since its 
founding in 1997 by Jababeka, a major industrial 
estate developer in Indonesia,  PRESUNIV 
has enrolled students from home and abroad 
(including China, Vietnam, the Philippines, and 
Malaysia). All of its lectures are conducted in 
English, with the aim of preparing its students for 
work at multinationals. 

During the meeting, both universities acquired 
a better grasp of each other’s higher education 
development and explored possibilities for 
cooperation. The meeting was pleasant and 
encouraging,  producing hope for  further 
interaction in the near future that can lay 
the groundwork for a close and substantive 
relationship.

Dr.  Yeh Ruey-huei ,  professor of  Taiwan Tech’s 
Department of Industrial Management, is giving the 
students a general introduction to Taiwan Tech at a 
recruiting fair held at UBAYA.

The Taiwan Tech delegation at UBAYA. Picture taken 
after the recruiting fair.

Dr. Lee Duu-Jong (Left), Vice President of Taiwan 
Tech, signs a memorandum of understanding with 
Dr. Sudharto P. Hadi (Right), Rector of Diponegoro 
University.

The Taiwan Tech delegation and the PRESUNIV officials. 
Picture taken after the meeting.

The Taiwan Tech delegation with UNTAN officials. Picture 
taken after the meeting.

Dr. Lee Duu-Jong (Right), Vice President of Taiwan Tech, 
is exchanging gifts with Dr. Kuncoro Foe (Left), Rector 
of Widya Mandala Catholic University Surabaya, after 
the signing of a “Dual Bachelor’s Degree Program” 
agreement.

On the 27th, the delegation was at Tanjungpura 
University (UNTAN), receiving warm greetings 
from a group of UNTAN officials led by Dr. Ing D. 
Panjaitan, Director of the International Office. The 
meeting saw reciprocal admiration and support for 
each other’s teaching quality, academic research, 
and future direction for institutional development, 
and ended with the atmosphere of an altogether 
pleasant and successful get together.

“The 2014 NTUST Recruiting Fairs in Indonesia” 
drew to a successful  close thanks to the 
Taiwan Education Center Indonesia and other 
org anizations that assisted in our recruiting 
initiative, which is expected to not only yield the 
hoped-for benefits but also increase Taiwan 
Tech’s reputation and name recognition across 
Indonesia and make the university a top priority 
for Indonesian students who plan to study abroad.



International Visits

Besides attending lectures on the structure of 
local industry, the visitors were invited for a tour 
on April 16 through Gigabyte Technology, Delta 
Electronics, and Neihu Technology Park. The 
visitors were deeply impressed with Taiwan’s 
continued development and achievements 
in technology. As Dr. Wellner remarked, “An 
enterprise’s success doesn’t come by chance. With 
the tour through Gigabyte and Delta, we obtained 
a better understanding of how enterprises in 
Taiwan have succeeded.”

T H  N ü r n b e r g  – T a i w a n  T e c h 
International Management Field Trip 
Program

22 faculty and students of the Georg Simon 
Ohm Business School of Germany’s Technische 
Hochschule Nürnberg Georg Simon Ohm, a sister 
school of Taiwan Tech, visited the university in 
April. Thanks to a course collaboration project 
initiated by Prof. Yeh Ming-yih, who teaches in 
Taiwan Tech’s School of Management, the German 
visitors were invited to experience academic and 
cultural activities for one week. These activities 
turned out to be highly stimulating, enriching 
the sister-school relationship between the two 
universities.

Nuremberg Tech’s faculty and students with Taiwan Tech’s 
Dean of International Affairs, Dr. Lee Cheng-kang (second 
from right), and Director of the International Cooperation 
Section, Chuang Shu-fen (second from left). Picture taken in 
front of Jing-Cheng (“Precision and Sincerity”), an artwork 
installed near the main gate of Taiwan Tech.

Nuremberg Tech’s faculty and students and Taiwan 
Tech’s students attending Dr. Yeh’s lecture.

Nuremberg Tech’s faculty and students and Taiwan 
Tech’s students attending Dr. Yeh’s lecture.

Nuremberg Tech’s faculty and students were given a 
presentation at Delta Electronics.

Dr. Wellner and Bruce Cheng, Delta’s founder and 
honorary chairman.

Mr. Cheng is explaining an innovative green technology 
to Dr. Wellner.

Led by Dr. Florian Riedmüller, professor of 
marketing, and Dr. Kai-Uwe Wellner, professor 
of international business, the Nuremberg Tech 
tour consisted of 20 master’s program students 
from both departments. While visiting Taiwan 
Tech from April 14th to 20th, the tour joined local 
students in lectures by renowned entrepreneurs 
specially invited by Dr. Yeh Ming-yih, who teaches 
in Taiwan Tech’s School of Management. The 
format and content of these lectures received 
enthusiastic praise from the German professors. 
As Dr. Riedmüller put it, “The students were able 
to engage in brainstorming and feedback during 
their discussions, and this certainly is an excellent 
demonstration of successful lesson planning.”



International Visits

During the visit at Taiwan Tech, Dr. Wellner 
delivered two special lectures to the university’s 
students: one on the success factors in Germany’s 
industry and the other on the programs of 
Nuremberg Tech. To strengthen the partnership 
with our School of Management, Dr. Wellner and 
Dr. Riedmüller met Dr. Chen Cheng-kang, Dean 
of the School of Management, and Dr. Luarn Pin, 
Vice-dean.

Other than academic activities, the visitors 
immersed themselves in Taiwan’s culture and 
spent time getting acquainted with Taiwan Tech’s 
faculty and students. They learned basic Tai-chi 
(Shadow boxing) from Zhou Gui-mei, an official 
of the National Tai Chi Chuan Association, R.O.C.; 
played a friendly basketball game with our faculty; 
took Chinese lessons organized by our students; 
experienced Aikido; went sightseeing at night 
markets; went to a karaoke party; made a day trip 
to Jiufen; and tasted a wide variety of Taiwanese 
dishes. All these activities manifested the warm 
hospitality of the Taiwanese community that was 
experienced by the German students.

From right to left: Dr. Chen Cheng-kang, Dean of Taiwan Tech’s School of Management; Dr. Wellner; Dr, Riedmüller; Dr. 
Luarn Pin, Vice-dean of the School of Management.

From right to left: Dr. Lee Cheng-kang, Dean of 
International Affairs; Dr. Riedmüller; Dr. Wellner; Dr. Yeh 
Ming-yih; Dr. Lee Wei-chen. Picture taken at the end of a 
special lecture.

The German team and Taiwan Tech’s faculty basketball 
team. “Soccer game next time!” both sides bantered. 
Picture taken after the game.

Members of Taiwan Tech’s Association of International 
Affairs are teaching Chinese.

The German student is giving his all to push Zhou Gui-
mei, a Tai-chi instructor. Secretary Ma, an administrative 
staf f  member in  the Department  of  Industr ial 
Management, is helping in the meantime.



Fe a t u r e  S t o r i e s 
f r o m  E x c h a n g e 
Students

Nuremberg Tech’s faculty and students are working on 
sifting sand for gold, a popular activity in Jiufen.

Nuremberg Tech’s faculty and students are tasting the 
local cuisine at a famous Taiwanese restaurant.

Nuremberg Tech’s faculty and students at a lively 
karaoke party

Special thanks to Dr. Yeh Ming-yih, Taiwan Tech 
School of Management; Gigabyte Technology; 
Delta Electronics; the Taipei Neihu Technology 
Park Hall; Zhou Gui-mei of the National Tai Chi 
Chuan Association, R.O.C.; members of Taiwan 
Tech’s faculty basketball team; members of 
Taiwan Tech’s Association for International 
Affairs; members of Taiwan Tech's Aikido Club 
and its sister club; students of the Department of 
Business Administration; Secretary Ma Guei-siang 
of the Department of Industrial Management; 
and Taiwan Tech’s Office of General Affairs. This 
special program could not have been successful 
without you all.

Located in Nuremberg, the second largest city of 
the state of Bavaria in the southeastern region of 
Germany, TH Nürnberg was established in 1971 
as a public university of applied sciences with 
the aim of providing vocational education. It is 
one of the top technical universities nationwide 
in Germany. The city of Nuremberg, in which the 
University is located, houses the headquarters of 
Siemens AG, a German multinational engineering 
and electronics conglomerate. The city also hosts 
the annual Nuremberg International Toy Fair, the 
world’s largest commercial fair for toy makers. 

Johannes Kepler 
University/
Austria-Yang,Ya-Chu

International Visits

Step Out-Outbound 
Students

I am so proud of being an exchange student in 
Johannes Kepler University in Austria. Austria has 
the most beautiful scenery, and the view from my 
window of the dorm is so impressive. JKU has an 
excellent exchange student organization. Every 
two weeks the exchange student organization held 
Stammtisch, which is an activity where students 
from different countries will cook and share their 
food from their hometown. 

I became good friends with many exchange 
students. Especially, I made friends with an 
Austrian woman who invited me to her house. I 
experienced the local Austrian life and enjoyed 
the stay in her house. She also taught me how to 
cook the most famous dish, “Wiener Schnitzel.” 
Although we only knew each other a few months, 
I cherish the warm friendship between us. This 
was the happiest and most wonderful thing in my 
exchange period.

For every student, it’s a unique opportunity to 
be an exchange student in Europe. We should 
open our mind to experience every moment in a 
different life, culture, and school. You will discover 
the exchange life is the most precious memory in 
your life.

Since Taiwan Tech and TH Nürnberg reached a 
cooperation framework agreement in August 
2013, Nuremberg Tech has enrolled our exchange 
students in academic study and provided access 
to project work and industrial internships in 
Germany.



Auckland Institute of 
Smart Technology / 
New Zealand - Han 
Chiang

RWTH Aachen 
University /
German-Chen, Yu-Tzu

This year, I went to New Zealand for an internship. 
I got one of the Scholarships for Excellent 
Students to Study Abroad supported by the MOE. 
It let me reduce the economic burden of study 
abroad. My exchange internship life involved a 
two-month cooperation program between Prof. 
Ruan in Taiwan Tech and Prof. Qi in the Auckland 
Institute of Smart Technology. The electric vehicle 
is the main research area of Prof. Qi. There are 
four students from Taiwan. All of us major in 
Electronic and Computer Engineering in Taiwan 
Tech. The project is also cooperating with Otago 
Polytechnic. We not only worked for the institute 
but also took some courses in the polytechnic to 
obtain the skills we needed in our project. 

In our project, we focused on the energy source 
of electric vehicles. The performance of the old 
system was poor. We did some measurement and 
analysis about the battery. We also set up a new 
battery system for the car to improve the durability 
and recharging efficiency. Besides working on the 
electric vehicle, we also attended some classes in 
the polytechnic. We took the safety class, which let 
us know the important information about risks in 
the workshop. We learned to use computer-aided 
design software, which let us be able to draw the 
structure of the car. We also had some design 
classes, which let us know the design method and 
how to think as a designer.

I stayed in RWTH Aachen University for 4 months. 
I felt lonely when I first arrived in Germany even 
though I am an optimistic girl. During those days, 
I cooked by myself not only because of the high 
expenses in restaurants but also because I can’t 
read and speak the German language. It’s not as 
simple as I thought to communicate in English 
with Germans. Fortunately, my institute held 
many kinds of activities to enrich my exchange 
life. We held sports games every week such as 
fee ball, ice skating, badminton, and soccer. My 
first big party there was a graduation celebration 
for Ph.D. students. It’s a tradition that after Ph.D. 
students pass their oral defense, every member 
in our institute ate, drank, and cheered together 
to celebrate their achievements. The craziest part 
of the celebration was when we paraded through 
the streets with beers and loud carnival music. It’s 
a great opportunity to make friends and to know 
each other outside the campus. These activities 
break the stereotype of Germans as serious and 
only focused on work without knowing how to 
relax.



Simon Haven-from 
Universite Libre De 
Bruxelles/
Belgium

Experience Differences-
Inbound Students

First Day in Taipei (2014/02/11)
After our landing, we leave the airport at around 
2pm with a bus that had been booked by AIA (the 
student association that helps exchange students), 
heading towards Taiwan Tech (National Taiwan 
University of Science and Technology – my new 
university for the coming semester).
During the trip, Cher (my Taiwanese ‘buddy’) tells 
me a bit more about Taiwan and all the stuff that 
I can’t miss out on: a visit to the East Coast, eat 
some “stinking tofu”, attend the very famous 
“Lantern Festival”. I quickly realize that the 
weather isn’t the “no-clouds-only-sun-bring-out-
the-Raybans” I was expecting. The sky is pretty 
clouded, the weather rainy and the temperature 
cold. 
As a welcome treat during our first night: an 
earthquake! But it was a small one; apparently 
they are pretty common here.
I feel like I’m really going to enjoy myself here ：）

My Place – The Food – Everyday Life
I found a place located near Da’an Metro Station, 
it’s a small 3 bedroom apartment that I will be 
sharing with a Taiwanese (‘Po’) and a Turk (‘Niko’), 
both very kind. The apartment actually has a 
kitchen, which is supposed to be pretty rare in 
student habitations actually, because the food 
in the neighboring restaurants is so cheap that 
people don’t bother to cook at home. An indeed, 
despite the kitchen, the fridge is practically empty.
Being in Asia, I will need to forget pretty quickly 
my beloved cutlery. Here, no forks, knives or 
spoons. It requires a bit of adaptation, especially 
the first time you eat rice with your chopsticks, but 
you end up developing your own technique.
The tricky part is to make yourself understood in 
restaurants. A typical conversation would follow 
this description: I’m looking at the menus on the 
wall – EVERYTHING is in Chinese – someone from 
the restaurant comes towards me to help, talking 
in Chinese – I answer “no Chinese, no Chinese” 
– usually, the person answers “no English no 
English!” – so we finally agree on using sign 
language. 

Another observation that I quickly made was that 
Taiwan (or at least my neighborhood) is a lot less 
Western than I thought. I can sometimes walk for 
an hour or two in the street, take a few subways 
during peak hours, and not come across A SINGLE 
Westerner. It’s a bit weird at first, walking into a 
packed subway and seeing only Chinese faces, but 
you end up growing accustomed to it.
It’s also the first time that I’m in a country where 
I don’t understand A SINGLE THING when people 
are talking in the streets. Everything is written in 
Chinese, except in the subway where the stops are 
also written in English (which is pretty helpful). 
But when people talk around me, I just don’t have 
a single clue what’s going on.
Luckily, I met two super-nice Taiwanese, 蔡 承
妤 (“Cher”, my buddy), and her friend 蘇 姵 安 
(“Boots”). They both started teaching me a few 
words in Chinese (ok, a lot of swear words I admit). 
I quickly learned that tones are vital in Chinese, 
because small changes in the tones of a word can 
completely change its meaning.
And the weather has f inally  improved,  so 
everything is going great for the moment! 
我愛台灣 !



Lee, Shi Yeon-from 
Sookmyung Women's 
University/
Korea

Anton Vanamo-from 
Aalto University 
School of Chemical 
Technology/ 
Finland

2014.02.14
I went to Pingxi Lantern Festival with AIA 
members and other exchange students. We wrote 
our hope during the stay in Taiwan on the lantern, 
having a great time with new friends. I like Taiwan 
Tech campus, even though it’s a little small, with 
good location right near to the Gongguan metro 
station. My friends who go to other schools in 
Taipei are envious of me.

2014.02.24
I made some friends from mainland China, who 
came here also as exchange students. With them, 
I could participate in activities held by the China-
Taiwan exchange club. I was part of volunteer 
work with my friends, cleaning the mountain. 
After that, we took the Maokong gondola to go to 
the Taipei zoo. I was very tired outside the whole 
day but it was worthwhile. 

It is true what people say: exchange is the best 
part of your studies. Not once have I regretted 
going to exchange, and even less choosing Taipei 
and Taiwan Tech. After travelling in ten countries 
in Asia, I find Taiwan the best place for studying. 
The quality of education is high and it’s easy 
to make research. The nation is modern and 
functioning with superb public transportation and 
clean cities. And it’s extremely safe in here. People 
are really friendly and helpful, and you can trust 
everyone. 

Life is vibrant here with anything you can imagine 
plus hundreds of never sleeping night markets. 
The food is varied with tons of delicacies and you 
can always find something new. When you’ve seen 
enough of city life you can easily escape into the 
wild. It’s unbelievable how this small island can 
have so diverse nature with so much beauty: all 
the mountains, valleys, rivers, lonely beaches 
and paradise islands. It’s just perfect for hiking, 
climbing, cycling, river rafting, snorkeling, scuba 
diving, surfing,.. Anything you like. 

I definitely feel that my 5 months here isn’t 
enough. So the best part of my exchange is that I 
found myself an internship here for the summer. 
Finland can wait.

2014.04.02~04.06
For the spring vacation, I went to Taichung – 
Tainan – Kenting for 4 nights and 5 days with my 
roommates. We made lots of happy memories, 
eating delicious food. The best thing was that 
we spent one night in Tainan in my Taiwanese 
classmate’s home. Her family members greeted 
us with warm hearts, so that we could make 
valuable memories with comfort. Kenting is a very 
attractive place, with fantastic beaches. Every 
summer Taiwan held a lot of music festivals, so 
many local people and foreigners get together. 
NTUST’s friends took us on motorcycles so that 
we could travel near the seashore. The best 
experience was watching numerous stars that 
I could not even count, feeling like I could grab 
them with my own hands.
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